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ACTION ARA-01 

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-15 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 SJK-01 C-01 DODE-00 

DS-00 EUR-01 HA-09 H-01 INRE-00 INR-01 L-03 

ADS-00 NEA-01 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OMB-01 PA- 01 PM-01 

PRS-01 P-01 SCT-03 SNP-01 SP-01 SS-01 TRSE-00 
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O 272047Z MAR 92 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4521 

INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 

AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 

AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

AMEMBASSY LIMA 

AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 

AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 

AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

FAA WASHDC 

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PM 
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USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 BUENOS AIRES 03078 



CINCSO AND CINCLANT ALSO FOR INTAFF 

E.O. 12356 :DECL: OADR 

TAGS: ASEC, PTER, PREL, AR, IS, PK 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE PAKISTANI INVOLVEMENT IN ISRAELI 
BOMBING? 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: NORMAN M BOUTON mT „ T . 

DATE/CASE ID: 16 DEC 2009 200906077 UNCLASSIFIED 



REFS: A) BUENOS AIRES 3020; B) BUENOS AIRES 2799; 
C) BUENOS AIRES 2692; D) BUENOS AIRES 2649 
(ALL NOTAL) 

SUMMARY 



1. (C) ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES CONTINUE TO HOLD FOUR 
PAKISTANI SUSPECTS IN THE MARCH 17 BOMBING OF THE 
ISRAELI EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES. AN APPARENTLLY WELL 
SOURCED NEWSPAPER SUGGESTS THAT EVIDENCE OF THEIR 
PARTICIPATION IN THE TERRORIST ATTACK IS STRONG. THE 
SUSPECTS MAY HAVE BEEN CAUGHT IN A BROADER POWER 
STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES. 
YET SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT LEVENE NOW SEEMS CONVINCED 
THAT THE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM IS STRONG. A WAVE OF 
BOMB THREATS CONTINUES IN BUENOS AIRES, AND THE MEDIA 
HAS REPORTED THE DISCOVERY (AND DEACTIVATION) OF THREE 
SMALL BOMBS. OPPOSITION EFFORTS TO USE THE TERRORIST 
ATTACK TO RESIST MENEM 'S PRO-WESTERN FOREIGN POLICY HAVE 
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MADE LITTLE HEADWAY. END SUMMARY. 



FOUR ARRESTS, MORE THREATS 



2. (U) FOUR PAKISTANI NATIONALS, ARRESTED MARCH 21, ARE 
REPORTEDLY UNDER CONTINUED QUESTIONING IN THE MARCH 17 
BOMBING OF THE ISRAELI EMBASSY HERE. ACCORDING TO MEDIA 
REPORTS , THE SUSPECTS WERE ARRESTED AFTER A TIP FROM A 
CAB DRIVER. THE BUENOS AIRES DAILY " PAG IN A 12" CLAIMED 
THAT THE FOUR WERE ABOUT TO BE RELEASED WHEN A STRONG 
OFFICIAL ISRAELI PROTEST LED TO RECONS IDERATATI ON OF THE 
CASE AGAINST THEM. THE NEWSPAPER REPORTED MARCH 27 THAT 
SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT RICARDO LEVENE JR. HAD AGREED TO 
HOLD THEM FOR FURTHER QUESTIONING. 

3. (U) THE WAVE OF BOMB THREATS THAT HIT THE CITY OF 
BUENOS AIRES FOLLOWING THE TERRORIST ATTACK HAS 
CONTINUED. THE SPANISH AND URUGUAY EMBASSIES WERE 
EVACUATED MARCH 26, AND THE JAPANESE EMBASSY ON MARCH 27 
AND NEWSPAPERS HERE HAVE REPORTED THREE SMALL BOMBS 
DISMANTLED BY THE POLICE IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS OF THE 
CITY. ALTHOUGH THREATS SOON AFTER THE BOMBING CENTERED 
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ON ARGENTINE JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS, THEY HAVE SINCE 
SPREAD TO DIVERSE SECTORS OP BUENOS AIRES SOCIETY. NONE 
OF THE INCIDENTS HAS BEEN SERIOUS AND ALL MAY SIMPLY 
HAVE REFLECTED UNRELATED GROUPS* EFFORTS TO CAPITALIZE 
ON THE ST. PATRICK'S DAY TRAGEDY TO CREATE AN IMPRESSION 
OF INSTABILITY. 
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WHERE DOES THE INVESTIGATION STAND? 



4. (U) " PAGINA 12" REPORTED SEVERAL POSSIBLE FINDINGS OF 
THE INVESTIGATION IN ITS MARCH 26-27 EDITIONS. THESE 
INCLUDE : 

THE DISCOVERY BY MOSS AD INVESTIGATORS IN THE 
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INFO 



LOG- 00 

DS-00 

ADS-00 

PRS-01 

T-01 



ACDA-15 
EUR- 01 
NEA-01 
P-01 
USIE-00 



AMAD-01 
HA- 09 
NSAE-00 
SCT-03 
/047W 



CIAE-00 
H-01 
NSCE-00 
SNP-01 



SJK-01 
INRE-00 
OMB- 01 
SP-01 



C-01 
INR-01 
PA- 01 
SS-01 



O 272047Z MAR 92 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SEC STATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4522 

INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 



■2039C8 272101Z /63 



DODE-00 
L-03 
PM-01 
TRSE-00 
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AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO V95 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
FAA WASHDC 

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PM 
USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 
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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 03 BUENOS AIRES 03078 



CINCSO AND CINCLANT ALSO FOR INTAFF 

E.O. 12356 : DECL : OADR 

TAGS: ASEC, PTER, PREL, AR, IS, PK 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE PAKISTANI INVOLVEMENT IN ISRAELI 

PAKISTANIS' APARTMENT OF TRACES OF AN EXPLOSIVE 
USED IN THE BOMBING; 

A STATEMENT FROM AN AUTOMOBILE DEALER THAT HE MAY 
HAVE SOLD THE TRUCK USED IN THE EXPLOSION TO ONE OF 
THE PAKISTANIS ; AND , 

"STRANGE ARAB SYMBOLS" ON THE BILLS USED TO 
PURCHASE THE TRUCK. 

5. (C) " PAGINA 12" ALSO SAID THAT ONE OF THE PAKISTANIS 
UNDER ARREST IS BELIEVED TO BE THE HEAD OF A RING THAT 
FACILITATED ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES 
THE DAILY ADDED THAT THE FEDERAL POLICE WERE 
INVESTIGATING THE INVOLVEMENT OF AN EMBASSY -- 
APPARENTLY SYRIA'S — " JUST A FEW BLOCKS" FROM 
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ARGENTINA'S CONGRESS. UNCLASSIFIED 
STRUGGLE OVER THE INVESTIGATION 
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6. (C) A NUMBER OF BUENOS AIRES DAILIES REPORTED EARLIER 
IN THE WEEK THAT THE SUPREME COURT, WHICH SUPERVISES THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE BOMBING, WAS ABOUT TO FREE THE 
SUSPECTS FOR LACK OF EVIDENCE. " PAGINA 12" SUGGESTED 
THAT ONLY A LAST-MINUTE INTERVENTION BY ISRAELI 
AUTHORITIES DELAYED THEIR RELEASE . ARGENTINES INVOLVED 
IN THE INVESTIGATION FEAR THAT THE INTENSE MEDIA 
SCRUTINY DIRECTED AT THE "MENEMIST" COURT IN RECENT 
WEEKS HAD LED LEVENE TO CONSIDER THIS A TEST CASE FOR 
THE ARGENTINE LEGAL SYSTEM. THE CHIEF JUDGE, ACCORDING 
TO THIS INTERPRETATION, WAS BENDING OVER BACKWARDS TO 
ENSURE THAT HE COULD NOT BE ACCUSED OF RESPONDING TO THE 
GOVERNMENT'S WISHES. 

7 . (U) BUENOS AIRES DAILIES ALSO CITED COMPLAINTS FROM 
THE COURT OVER THE LACK OF COOPERATION FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH, INCLUDING THE INTERIOR MINISTRY'S 
ALLEGED UNWILLINGNESS TO SHARE EVIDENCE WITH LEVEGE AND 
PROSECUTORS, A PROBLEM WHICH LATER APPARENTLY WAS 
RESOLVED . 

8. (C) MFA NEA OFFICER TOLD US MARCH 26 THAT THE 
PAKISTANI EMBASSY HAD MADE NO REPRESENTATION TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. HOWEVER, AN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE BUENOS 
AIRES DAILY QUOTED THE PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR AS SAYING ON 
THAT DAY THAT THE GOA SHOULD EITHER CHARGE OR RELEASE 
THE DETAINEES. 

9. (C) OUR MFA SOURCE ADDED THAT THE PAKISTANIS HAD BEEN 
UNABLE TO EXPLAIN A NUMBER OF THEIR ACTIONS TO POLICE 
INVESTIGATORS. HE CONTINUED TO SUSPECT IRANIAN EMBASSY 
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INVOLVEMENT IN THE BOMBING, NOTING THAT THE IRANIANS' 
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OFFICIAL DENIALS SEEMED TOO PERFECTLY COUCHED TO BE A 
SPONTANEOUS RESPONSE TO SUCH AN INCIDENT. 

RE-STAFFING ISRAELI'S EMBASSY 
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INFO 



LOG- 00 
DS-00 
ADS- 00 
PRS-01 
T-01 



BUENOS 



ACDA-1S 
EUR- 01 
NEA-01 
P-01 
USIE-00 
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AMAD-01 
HA- 09 
NSAE-00 
SCT-03 
/047W 



CIAE-00 
H-01 
NSCE-00 
SNP-01 



SJK-01 
INRE-00 
OMB -01 
SP-01 



C-01 
INR-01 
PA- 01 
SS-01 



DODE-00 
L-03 
PM-01 
TRSE-00 



O 272047Z MAR 92 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SEC STATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4523 

INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 

AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 

AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

AMEMBASSY LIMA 

AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 

AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 

AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

FAA WASHDC 
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CINCSO AND CINCLANT ALSO FOR INTAFF 

E.O. 12356:DECL: OADR 

TAGS: ASEC, PTER, PREL, AR, IS, PK 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE PAKISTANI INVOLVEMENT IN ISRAELI 



10. (C) ACCORDING TO THE MFA OFFICER, THE ISRAELIS HAD 
ALREADY BEGUN RESTAFFING THEIR EMBASSY HERE. A NEW 
CONSUL GENERAL HAD ALREADY ARRIVED, AND A DCM, REPLACING 
MINISTER COUNSELOR BEN RAPHAEL, WAS EXPECTED NEXT WEEK. 

FOREIGN POLICY DEBATE 



11. (C) OPPOSITION-PARTY EFFORTS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE BOMBING CONTINUE, ALTHOUGH WITH LITTLE SUCCESS. IN 
A MARCH 26 STATEMENT, PERONIST HOUSE FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN CARLOS RUCKAUF ATTACKED RADICAL VICE 
CHAIRMAN AND FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER DANTE CAPUTO FOR 
USING THE BOMBING TO DISCREDIT MENEM' S FOREIGN POLICY 
COURSE . 

12. (C) A FOREIGN POLICY ADVISOR CLOSE TO THE RADICAL'S 
ANGELOZ FACTION CHARACTERIZED LEFT-WING EFFORTS TO TIE 
THE BOMBING TO PRO-WESTERN CHANGES IN ARGENTINE FOREIGN 
POLICY AS REFLECTIONS OF THE BACKWARDNESS OF THAT SECTOR 
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OF THE UCR. AN ARGENTINE DIPLOMAT WITH CLOSE TIES TO 
GOP POLICY-MAKERS TOLD POLOFF MARCH 24 THAT HE HOPED THE 
LEFT-OF- CENTER OPPOSITION WOULD CONTINUE ALONG THIS 
COURSE, WHICH HE SUSPECTED WOULD LEAD TO THEIR BEING 
DISCREDITED ON FOREIGN POLICY QUESTIONS. 
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COMMENT 



14. (C) IT APPEARS THAT "PAGINA 12 'S" ARTICLE IS WELL 
SOURCED, AND THAT THE PAKISTANIS ARE SERIOUS SUSPECTS 
THE CASE. IF SO, THE TIP FROM THE CAB DRIVER WAS 
EXTRAORDINARILY GOOD LUCK, ALTHOUGH THE GOA AND OTHERS 
INVOLVED IN THE INVESTIGATION DESERVE MUCH CREDIT. 

WALSH 
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